Surgical Management of Progressive Hemifacial Atrophy With De-Epithelialized Profunda Artery Perforator Flap: A Case Report.
Progressive hemifacial atrophy (PHA) is a rare disorder characterized by slow, unilateral atrophy of the soft tissues and bones of the craniofacial region. The defect becomes more pronounced with age, leading to esthetic and functional deficits. However, the proper timing and method of surgical reconstruction are still debated. The correction of this defect markedly influencing the quality of life of the patient can be achieved with less invasive to more invasive surgical approaches. A 21-year-old female patient with hemifacial atrophy and extensive alopecia presented to our clinic. Considering the body type and the expectations of the patient, a profunda artery perforator flap was applied for the reconstruction and esthetic improvement of the facial region. The facial asymmetry attenuated after the reconvalescence period. This case shows that in the up-to-date surgical treatment of severe PHA, the use of microvascular free flaps may provide a better approach when trying to achieve an acceptable esthetic result. This is the first time that a profunda artery perforator flap was used to restore facial asymmetry caused by PHA.